
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 4:35-5:20 

The Kingdoms Expanse 

 

We just completed a large section over the first 3+ chapters that ended with the rejection by the religious 

We are now in another large section that goes thru the beginning of 6 that ends with the rejection of His own family 

• Mark 4:35-41 

Does everyone remember where they are? 

Apparently from what I am told even today there are warning signs in the car parks near the shore about how quickly 

and how fierce the winds get on the Sea of Galilee 

The warning is for the actual cars parked by the shore where it looks like safe beach 

My second comment is to what picture you might have in your head about the size of the fishing boats 

These are not large boats – see picture 

 

Again remember, Jesus isn’t just “making things up” as He goes along 

In a very real sense, what Jesus does is a reenactment of the Old Testament and a fulfillment 

Exodus/baptism and goes in the desert, last upper/Exodus, 12 disciples/tribes 

Tell me, with everything else we have looked at, what might Mark’s readers have in mind when they read this? 

Or the disciples? 

Jonah, or even the Israelites passing thru the Red Sea 

 

Let’s skip to the end of the story first 

• 4:40-41 

I don’t get this. What was their original fear? 

Didn’t Jesus address their fear? Then what on earth are they so, meaning even more, afraid of? 

The Psalms can help us with this 

Psalm 65:7 Who stills the roaring of the seas, The roaring of their waves, And the tumult of the peoples. 

Psalm 89:9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them. 

Psalm 93:3-4 The floods have lifted up, O LORD, The floods have lifted up their voice, The floods lift up their 

pounding waves. More than the sounds of many waters, Than the mighty breakers of the sea, The LORD on high is 

mighty. 

Psalm 107:23-30 Those who go down to the sea in ships, Who do business on great waters; 
24

 They have seen the works of the LORD, And His wonders in the deep. 
25

 For He spoke and raised up a stormy wind, Which lifted up the waves of the sea. 
26

 They rose up to the heavens, they went down to the depths; Their soul melted away in their misery. 
27

 They reeled and staggered like a drunken man, And �were at their wits’ end. 
28

 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, And He brought them out of their distresses. 
29

 He caused the storm to be still, So that the waves of the sea were hushed. 
30

 Then they were glad because they were quiet, So He guided them to their desired haven. 

 

Who did the Israelites attribute the management of the seas to? 

GOD! For thousands of years they knew and understood only God did this 

So now I ask you again, why are they NOW so afraid? 

What is Mark trying to unfold for us as to who Jesus is (1
st
 verse in book) 

Messiah AND God (and prophet) 

All the time we go thru this we have to keep this in mind…are they grasping this 

And what of this are they grasping 

 

The Jews really were not seafaring folks other than the fisherman 

The seas represented evil and darkness to them 

Cruise line story – we were in 3%, workers bringing ship over 15%, made for 45% 

In Daniel the seas is where the monsters come from 

First book ever written, Job, even speaks of the seas monsters – ultimately come to represent Satan 

Now add to that, what were these men’s professions? 

What was Jesus’ profession? 



 

This is a Kingdom message 

God, thru Jesus, is conquering evil…He is Lord of the seas 

Lord over the darkness, Lord over evil 

The Kingdom is at hand…Jesus assumes the role of The ONE, the agent of God defeating Chaos 

He isn’t a Jonah running away from God in sin 

Jesus is so confident, what is He doing? 

Probably simply a sand bag used for ballast 

What do the disciples say? What is their question? 

What is Jesus’ response? 

Simply asks another question…don’t you trust me? (he is building to chapter 8) 

Not just for Israel’s behalf, but for ours to, evil HAS been conquered 

The winds and water (evil) rage, yet our Lord and Master reigns 

Monday’s ugly mtg with Jerry and Bellinda – call 10 minutes later about Dr. Hadcock 

This is our call, to either trust thru it, or cry out in our fear, watch Him calm the storm, but then turn to us and gently ask 

us when we will decide to trust Him…He has earned that right 

Do we, like the disciples, have the vaguest notion who Jesus is that we say we follow and serve 

• 5:21 

Would you get back in? 

 

• Mark 5:1-20 

So what is going on? Where are they now? (refer to map) 

What indication do we have that Jesus is no longer in Jewish territory (pig herders) 

What on earth is Jesus doing all the way over there, out of Jewish territory? 

This man is the first apostle to the Gentiles!!! 

The bit to the Northeast of the Sea of Galilee was Philips 

But the bit to the South East was never really Jewish territory 

It was called the Decapolis, which means 10 towns 

In addition to the pigs, tombs were totally seen as unclean 

For a Jew, contact with the dead made you unclean 

This whole area was overrun by Rome, the Legions had marched in and taken over 

And they were despised by the Jews as evil pagans 

 

The man is also demon possessed, which is a weird thing for us 

What were the results of this? 

You can really see in this passage what the Accuser is like, how he treats people and values them 

Amazing how like Jesus will become at the end of Mark, naked, alone, beaten, cast into the tombs 

His flesh shredded by the Roman legions iron ribboned whips 

And this is no ordinary demon…Jesus has to speak to Him multiple times 

How do they speak to Jesus? 

Run to Him from a far distance, beg His mercy 

 

Why would the demons ask to stay in the area? 

You can really see this from their response. What is the response of the community? 

What in this passage gives you some indications of what this community is like? 

Why do you think Jesus tells this guy to be outspoken when He has always seemed to take the opposite tact? 

Doesn’t seem to fear a messianic upsurge 

 

Why doesn’t Jesus ask the man to repent? 

Cool general things: 

1. Jesus has mercy for these folks even though they seemed not only totally uninterested but hostile 

2. They are impacted by The Word 

3. Again, the Jews were and are to be light and salt to The World 

 

• Is. 65:1-5a 

Jesus is Master over the external and the internal 

 


